Garlington House

The Garlington House is situated on one of the higher knolls of Fort Leonard Wood and it has been a local landmark for many years.  It now serves as a guest house for visiting general officers and other dignitaries.


The house was built during the early months of 1941.  It was designed as a Major General’s quarters and housed commanders of the “Engineer Replacement Training Center, ERTC (later, the Army Service Forces Training Center) during World War II.  It also housed the commanders of the 18th and 20th Engineer Brigades and was continuously occupied from 1941 until 1963 when it was selected for conversion to guest quarters.


The setting selected for what is now the Garlington House was once on the country road between the little towns of Waynesville and Big Piney, on the Joseph Lambeth homestead.  From local records we have learned that Mr. Lambeth brought the property complete with a frame house shortly after his marriage in 1903.  He remodeled the house in 1925 into a two story stucco cottage.  Later additions included a smokehouse, car shed with a cellar and finally a barn built in 1938.


Mr. Lambeth raised five daughters in “the house on the knoll” and it was doubtless a sad day for him to relinquish his home when the government bought his land, by condemnation, in order to build a temporary mobilization training center, Fort Leonard Wood.


He lingered a while as a new house for officers was being built in his front yard.  With his departure the Post also used his original home as officer’s quarters and even his barn and smokehouse as adjuncts to the nearby officer’s club.

After formally relocating, Mr. Lambeth was frequently seen on Sunday afternoons driving past his old home, until he eventually left the area.  He never saw it being torn down.


From construction until 1963, this set of quarters was continuously occupied by a succession of significant officers.  In 1963, the Garlington House was renovated and converted to distinguished guest quarters.  It was named the Garlington House by the Fort Leonard Wood Commander, Major General Thomas A. Lipscomb in September 1966.  It was mistakenly believed at the time that General Garlington was the firs post commander to reside in the house, thus it was named in his honor.  The actual first resident was Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant III, first commander to the ERTC from April 1941 through June 1942.  The post commander’s home was in what is now Indiana Park, on the other side of post.


The Garlington House was renovated in 1977 and again in 1990, to provide what we sincerely hope is a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere for our distinguished guests.

